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Level 3: ART 309 & Student Teaching

Digital Personal Narratives
	Central Focus 
	Students use light and cut paper to tell a unique narrative that they create 

	Grade Level
	High school grades 9-10

	Class Size
	15-20

	Time
	45 minute periods

	Student characteristics 
	Beginning Photoshop proficiency, male and female, diverse, proficient reading and writing


	National Visual Arts Standards Addressed

	Experiment, plan, and make a series of works of art and design that explores a personally meaningful theme, idea, or concept. VA:Cr2.1.IIIa
Analyze how responses to art develop over time based on knowledge of and experience with art and life. VA:Re.7.1.IIIa

Synthesize knowledge of social, cultural, historical, and personal life with art-making approaches to create meaningful works of art or design. VA:Cn10.1.IIIa

Engage in constructive critique with peers, then reflect on, reengage, revise, and refine works of art and design in response to personal artistic vision. VA:Cr3.1.IIa


	Common Core State Standards Addressed

	Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.3
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.4
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1


	UNIT OVERVIEW

	In this unit, the students will work to create three images that tell a personal narrative about their lives. They will use Photoshop to create three digital images: the first is a symbol that represents their narrative, the second a scene from their narrative, and finally a book/movie cover for their narrative. This lesson will be important for students because they will learn how to tell a story through visual imagery instead of just written word, which is what all artists strive for.


	Forms
	2D
	3D
	4D

	Frames
	Cultural
	Subjective
	Structural
	Postmodern

	Conceptual

Framework
	Artwork
	Artist
	Audience
	World


	Student Prior Knowledge and Conceptions

	· The students must have knowledge of storytelling, visual symbols in art, how to draw/sketch, and have proficient skills in Photoshop. They must also have knowledge of the principles and elements and be able to use them in discussion/critique.

	Interdisciplinary Connections

	· Language arts, history


	UNIT OBJECTIVES

	As a result of this lesson, students will be able to:

	1. The students will create a series of three final images that demonstrate proficiency in using the shape tool and layers in Photoshop. VA:Cr2.1.IIIa

2. Using writing and drawing, students will analyze the work of five artists in their Visual Process Diaries. VA:Re.7.1.IIIa

3. The students will create a minimum of three thumbnail sketches for each of their three final pieces (so they will have nine total sketches).VA:Cr2.1.IIIa

4. Following guiding questions, the students will write a detailed artist statement for each of their final pieces.VA:Cn10.1.IIIa
5. The students will participate in a popcorn critique with their peers, each verbally discussing one other students’ work using the vocabulary from the lesson as well as the principles and elements. VA:Cr3.1.IIa


	TEACHER MATERIALS

	· Access to a computer with Photoshop

· Access to a projector

· Teacher examples of artwork and artist statements

· PowerPoint with artists 

· Rubrics outlining artwork

· Access to Padlet site with resources for students


	STUDENT MATERIALS

	· Access to computers with Photoshop
· Access to Padlet site with resources (assignment guidelines, rubrics, tutorials, examples, etc.)

· Access to the internet

· Visual Process Diaries

· Sketch paper

· Guiding questions for artist statements


	ARTISTS IN CONTEXT

	Key Artists 
	Hari and Deepti, Laurel Long, Jung Lee, Glenn Ligon, Mary Evans

	Key Artworks
	Glenn Ligon Runaways, 1993
Hari and Deepti Aura the Spirit Tree, 2015

Mary Evans Held, 2012
Jung Lee Day and Night #3, 2012

Laurel Long Nine Ladies Dancing from The 12 Days of Christmas, 2011

	Key Critical Questions
	1. How does the use of layering with positive/negative space impact the way light shines through the work of Hari and Deepti?
2. How does the use of silhouettes differ in Hari and Deepti’s work compared to Mary Evans’?
3. What part do stories/fairy tales play in a culture/belief system?
4. Just by looking at each of the artists’ work, what sort of process/materials do you think are being used?
5. What symbols are being used in the artwork, and how are they being used?
6. Does telling a story through visual imagery differ from text? Is it possible for them to operate the same way?
7. How does text placement effect the way that it’s read?

8. How does the use of text differ in Glenn Ligon and Jung Lee’s work?


	VOCABULARY AND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

	Vocabulary
	Narrative- a spoken or written account of connected events; a story
Fairytale- a story, usually for children, about elves, hobgoblins, dragons, fairies, or other magical creatures that usually communicates a moral message
Illustration- to use drawings, pictures, etc. in order to explain or narrate a story
Layering- to overlap material to create a form
Dynamic- expressing an action, activity, event, or process
Scene- a sequence of continuous action in a play, movie, book, etc.
Symbol: an image/object that represents a bigger idea or theme

	Language Functions
	Compare/contrast

	Language Demands
	Syntax
	Discourse

	Language Tasks and Activities
	1. Using think-pair-share, the students will compare and contrast the textual work of Jung Lee and Glenn Ligon with their classmates.
2. Using think-pair-share, the students will compare the difference in story telling by Hari and Deepti compared to the Lascaux cave paintings.

3. Using guiding questions, the students will write a summary, comparing and contrasting the use of materials and imagery in all of the artwork/artists we studied.

	Language Supports
	1. Guiding questions on a PowerPoint for discussion
2. Artist statement worksheets
3. Padlet site with lesson resources (videos, tutorials, directions, examples, etc.)


	SPECIAL PRE-INSTRUCTION PREPARATIONS

	· The teacher will need to make examples of each activity: the narrative scene, the symbol/icon, and the movie/book cover
· Create Padlet site with resources

· Formulate guiding questions for learning activities

· Create Photoshop tutorial videos


	ACCOMODATIONS FOR SPECIFIC DIVERSE LEARNERS

	Adaptations and Accommodations

	· Create a step by step video detailing the Photoshop processes that the students will need to use and make video(s) available on the Padlet Site.
· Students who struggle coming up with a personal narrative will have the option to retell a story from a book or movie of their choosing.

	Enrichment and Extensions

	· Students who need more challenge will work on creating frames like a graphic novel that further illustrates the narrative they told in the scene they created

	Activity for Early Finishers

	· Students will use the stop motion app on their phones or IPads and a dry erase board to create a stop motion narrative


	OBJECTIVE-DRIVEN ASSESSMENTS

	1. Rubrics for each of the final projects (summative)
2. Rubric for each of the final artist statements (summative)

3. The students will participate in a popcorn critique and use the vocabulary learned in the lesson (summative)

4. Entrance slip asking the students to describe an important lesson they learned (formative)

5. Three sketches before each artwork (formative)

6. Mind Map outlining student ideas for their narrative (formative)

7. The students will research the artists we studied in their VPJs and finish a minimum of one spread (formative)


	REFERENCES

	https://padlet.com/skylarbuetow/6qfwwbpt3c1q


* Developed and written by (Skylar Buetow), Art Education, Illinois State University, 2014 *

DAY 1 OF WEEK 1
	Launch
	Instruction Methods

	· The teacher will ask the question: “Why are symbols important?”
	· Small group discussion 

	Instruction
	Instruction Methods

	· The teacher will present a PowerPoint going over the work of Hari and Deepti, Laurel Long, and Mary Evans, as well as the concept of storytelling through illustrations and the importance of symbolism.
· The students, using think pair share, will discuss the work of the artists presented. The teacher will provide guiding questions on the PowerPoint that ask students questions structured by the frames: Subjective: What do you think of when you first see the images created by Hari and Deepti, Laurel Long, and Mary Evans? What are the images saying/are they telling a story? How do you feel about these works? Cultural: What part of the world do you think these stories are from? Are they all from the same region or do you think they differ? What part do stories/fairy tales play in a culture/belief system? How is the element of storytelling used in each piece? Structural: Just by looking at the work, what sort of process/materials do you think are being used? What symbols are being used in the artwork, and how are they being used? How are the artists using composition to enhance their story telling? How does the use of layering with positive/negative space impact the way light shines through the piece?
· After discussing as a class, the teacher will introduce the project, focusing first on the symbol aspect. (guidelines on Padlet)
	· Teacher presentation

· Class discussion
· Think-pair-share

	Closure
	Instruction Methods

	· The teacher will give students time to brainstorm about a personal narrative.
· The students will be instructed to have one narrative idea in mind for the next class. 
	· Independent student work


DAY 2-5 OF WEEK 1
	Launch
	Instruction Methods

	· The students will fill out an entrance slip that outlines the story they chose to inspire their personal narrative.
	· Independent student work

	Instruction
	Instruction Methods

	· The second day of the lesson, the students will be given 15 minutes to sketch out their symbol/icon. The teacher must approve the sketch before the students begin.
· After finishing their preliminary sketches, the students will be given until day four to work on their symbol/icon piece.
	· Independent student work

	Closure
	Instruction Methods

	· On the last day, the students will be given time to work on answering the guiding questions for their artist statement.
· The teacher will tell the students to think about what the most important part of their narrative would look like in one image for the next class.
	· Independent student work


DAY 1 OF WEEK 2
	Launch
	Instruction Methods

	· The students will have five minutes to create a mindmap that explores what the most important scene from their narrative would look like.
	· Reflection
· Independent student work

	Instruction
	Instruction Methods

	· The teacher will introduce the second portion of the project: creating the most important scene from the students’ narratives on Photoshop. (guidelines on Padlet)
· The students will participate in small group discussion and talk about the artists they had learned about the previous week of class and why they are important inspiration when thinking about creating the narrative scenes.

· The students will be given the rest of the class period to brainstorm ideas for their narrative scene, ask questions, and create their sketches to be approved by the teacher.
	· Direct instruction
· Independent student work

	Closure
	Instruction Methods

	· The teacher will inform the students to bring their sketches to the next class period so they can get started on their artwork.
	· Independent student work


DAY 2-5 OF WEEK 2
	Launch
	Instruction Methods

	· The students will take ten minutes to share their sketches with their peers, asking for feedback and suggestions.
	· Small group discussion

	Instruction
	Instruction Methods

	· The students will be given until day four to work on their narrative pieces. 
· The teacher will provide suggestions and assistance when needed.
	· Independent student work

	Closure
	Instruction Methods

	· The students will be given time to work on their artist statements for the narrative scene.
· The teacher will instruct the students to bring an image of their favorite movie/book cover to the next class.
	· Independent student work


DAY 1 OF WEEK 3
	Launch
	Instruction Methods

	· The students will write an entrance ticket that details why they chose the movie/book cover that they brought to class. They will then discuss with a partner.
	· Reflection 
· Small group discussion

	Instruction
	Instruction Methods

	· The teacher will go over the textual work of Glenn Ligon and Jung Lee, outlining the importance of text when telling a story. 

· The students will discuss how the artists’ work differs from each other, and how a story feels different when told through text vs. images. The students will also discuss the possibility of text operating as an image, and not simply just words. Lastly, the students will discuss how text and image work together to create a visually interesting piece.
· The teacher will introduce the final piece in the series: the movie/book cover for the personal narratives.
	· Independent student work
· Direct instruction

· Class discussion

	Closure
	Instruction Methods

	· The students will be given the rest of class to brainstorm/sketch ideas for their movie/book cover. 
	· Independent student work


DAY 2-5 OF WEEK 3
	Launch
	Instruction Methods

	· The teacher will ask the students: “if your narrative had to be shortened down to just one word, what would that word be?” The students will quietly reflect upon this question. 
· The class will discuss the importance of a word as a symbol.
	· Reflection 
· Class discussion

	Instruction
	Instruction Methods

	· The students will be given until day four to work on their movie/book covers.
· The teacher will provide suggestions and assistance when needed.
	· Independent student work 

	Closure
	Instruction Methods

	· On the final day the students will be given time to work on their artist statements as well as revisit their first two pieces to add final details or resolve any unfinished parts.
· The teacher will tell the students they must have all three pieces along with their accompanying artist statements done by the next class.
	· Independent student work


FINAL DAY 
	Launch
	Instruction Methods

	· The teacher will model to the students how to properly present and critique work.
	· Reflection 

	Instruction
	Instruction Methods

	· The students will participate in critique of the final narrative series. They will be expected to bring to class their finished work.

· The students will participate in a popcorn critique where in one person will critique a classmate’s piece, then choose someone to critique theirs and so on until the entire class has participated. During the critique, the artist will explain their narrative as well as briefly outline their artistic choices. The student critiquing will name one thing they notice about the work, one thing they like, and one thing that could use improvement. The students will be expected to use proper language when discussing the work, including the vocab from the lesson as well as the principles and elements.
	· Critique 

	Closure
	Instruction Methods

	· The students will turn in their artist statements and projects, and finally fill out what grade they believe they deserve on the project rubric with an explanation as to why they deserve said grade.
	· Independent student work


EE = Early Elementary grades K-3  •  LE = Late Elementary grades 4-6  •  MS = Middle School grades 6-9
EHS = Early High School grades 10-11  •  LHS = Late High School grade 12


